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DRIVE SAFE AND SOBER
Hubbard County law enforcement is urging motorists to have a plan for a sober ride over the 2012 fishing opener weekend. Each year in the state, more than 400 people are killed on Minnesota roads and one-third of all deaths are alcohol-related. There were 131 alcohol-related deaths in 2010 — 2 were in Hubbard County.

You can give a gift of safety to our community by not drinking and driving.  If you plan on partying, plan ahead and have a designated driver.
One in seven Minnesota drivers has a DWI on record, and 111 were arrested for DWI in Hubbard County in 2010. Each year, more than 30,000 motorists are arrested for DWI.

Increased DWI patrols will be taking place on Hubbard County roadways over the 2012 fishing opener weekend.  The consequences of a DWI are serious — loss of license for up to a year; thousands in costs (legal fees, insurance); and possible jail time. New, stronger DWI sanctions mean all repeat offenders — and first-time offenders arrested at twice the legal limit — must use ignition interlock or face at least a year without a license. Interlock requires drivers to provide a breath sample lower than 0.02 alcohol-concentration for the vehicle to start.

Safe tips to avoid driving impaired:

· If you plan on partying, plan on a safe ride in advance.

· Designate a sober driver.

· Take a cab or public transportation.

· Sleep over at a friend’s house or the location of the celebration.

· If family/friends are celebrating, offer to serve a safe ride at anytime.

· Leave your vehicle behind — you can retrieve your vehicle the next day.

· Buckle up. Motorists should wear lap belts low and snug across the hips; shoulder straps should never be tucked under an arm or behind the back — not only is this unsafe, it is illegal. 
· Report impaired driving — call 911 when witnessing impaired driving behavior. Witnesses must be prepared to provide location, license plate and observed dangerous behavior.
Hubbard County law enforcement efforts are supported by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and the Minnesota Department of Public Safety Office of Traffic Safety. The efforts conducted by Hubbard County law enforcement are components of the state’s Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) traffic safety program. A primary vision of the TZD program is to create a safe driving culture in Minnesota in which motorists support a goal of zero road fatalities by practicing and promoting safe and smart driving behavior. TZD focuses on the application of four strategic areas to reduce crashes — education, enforcement, engineering and emergency trauma response. 
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