November 4, 2009
A TRANSCRIPT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE HUBBARD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS HELD ON NOVEMBER 4, 2009 AT 9:00 0'CLOCK A.M.

A regular meeting of the Hubbard County Board of Commissioners was held on November 4, 2009, at 9:00 a.m. with all the Commissioners and County Coordinator, Jack Paul present.  


The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all.


The meeting was called to order by Chairman, Lyle Robinson.


On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Johannsen and carried unanimously, the agenda was approved as submitted.

On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the minutes of the regular board meeting held on October 21, 2009, were approved, as presented.


Public Input:  None.


Auditor/Treasurer:  On motion of Mr. Robinson, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the payment of the regular bills and the auditor’s warrants dated October 23, 26, 30 and November 4, 2009, were approved as presented.

On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously the following applications for license were approved as recommended by the Auditor, pending completion of proper paperwork:  Tobacco – Rapids Spirits, Akeley Municipal Liquor Store, Cooperative Sampo (Cennex), Omaraco LLC (SuperAmerica); Bunyans, Coborns and Casey’s General Store.

On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the following resolution was adopted:

Resolution No. 11040901


Whereas Hubbard County serves as the sponsor of various recreational trails that are part of the state of Minnesota Grant-in-Aid Trail System; and


Whereas, the construction and maintenance of these trails are funded through Minnesota Trail Assistance Program Grants issued with the approval of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources; and


Whereas, a FY 2010-2011 Minnesota Trail Assistance Program Grant Application has been prepared for the approval of Hubbard County as sponsor of the following existing trail sponsored by Hubbard County and funded by the State of Minnesota Trail Assistance Program; Martineau OHM Recreational Trail; and


Whereas, this trail is located in Hubbard County.


Now Therefore, Be It Resolved, that Hubbard County agrees to sponsor said trail at no cost to the county for the period of July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011, agrees to abide by the regulations stated in the agreement and the Hubbard County Auditor/Treasurer agrees to act as a fiscal agent on behalf of the local unit of government.


Auditor/Treasurer, Pam Heeren reported that the completion of the first responder purchase of service agreements were due by November 1.  All but one POS agreement had been fulfilled.  Discussion followed.  By consensus of the Board, the matter was referred to November 18, 2009 for further consideration.

The General Revenue cash balance report dated October 31, 2009, was distributed and reviewed.


Coordinator:  On motion of Mr. Robinson, seconded by Mr. Johannsen and carried unanimously, the board work session scheduled for December 9, 2009, was cancelled due to a conflict with the Association of Minnesota Counties (AMC) Conference.

Discussion was held regarding the status of the Building Committee recommendation for the proposed courthouse space needs construction project.  By consensus of the Board, the Coordinator was directed to provide the complete Klein McCarthy & Associates report including Building Committee recommendation to the Board for further review.

On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the in-house posting of a Temporary Inter-Department Job Reassignment per Section 3, G. of the Personnel Policy was authorized to complete the veteran services duties during the absence of the Veteran Services/Emergency Management Officer.

Public Works:  Solid Waste Officer, Vern Massie informed the Board that waste hauler and junk yard operator’s annual license fees had not been increased for a considerable period of time.  Discussion followed.  By consensus of the Board, the Coordinator and/or Solid Waste Officer were directed to obtain information from other counties regarding relative license fees for further review by the Board

On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the license application of Mike Lyle for operation of a junkyard, located in Helga Township, was approved as recommended by the Solid Waste Officer.

Mr. Massie reported the completion of concrete crushing and the amount of resulting material available at the South Transfer Station.  Discussion followed.  On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the sale of crushed concrete at $9/yard was approved and the Solid Waste Officer was authorized to develop the necessary procedures for completion of sale to the public of same, as discussed.

Discussion was held regarding the continued lease versus the possible sale of three solid waste trailers.  By consensus of the Board, the Solid Waste Officer was authorized to proceed with an extension of the lease agreement, with the current lessee, for utilization of three solid waste transfer trailers, as discussed.

Coordinator:  On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, upgrade of the Diskextender License in the amount of $764 plus tax, if any plus a $216/year maintenance agreement was approved as recommended by the Technology Committee, to be paid from the Compliance Funds.


On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the purchase of a spare Cisco three layer switch with an estimated expense of $3,500, was approved as recommended by the Technology Committee, to be paid from unallocated designated budgeted monies.


Sheriff:  Sheriff, Frank Homer presented information regarding the Sheriff’s Office vehicle inventory, reporting age and current mileage of vehicles suggested for replacement.  Discussion followed.  Prior to the Board’s consideration of the Sheriff’s Office purchase of three new squad cars in 2010, the Sheriff was asked to review the 2010 budget expenses and make a recommendation as to the method of payment.

The Board was informed of a local user committee meeting regarding the regional radio upgrade scheduled for November 19, 2009, at 5:00 p.m. in the LEC.

Coordinator:  On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, county facilities, including the Highway and Solid Waste Departments, will be closed at noon on December 24, 2009.  Employees leaving will be required to use accrued leave (vacation or compensatory time) to remain in pay status with those employees electing to remain at work may do so with no loss of time or extra compensation.

On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Robinson and carried unanimously, the payment of the Social Service bills, was approved, as presented.

Committee Reports:  Reports of committee meetings attended were completed with no action taken.


Closed Meeting:  On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the meeting was closed pursuant to M.S. §13D.05, Subd. 3b at 10:46 a.m. for pending litigation per Attorney Scott Anderson, regarding the case of Barsch vs Hubbard County.  The meeting was re-opened at 11:35 a.m.


Public Hearing regarding Amendment #1, Subsurface Sewage Treatment System Ordinance #38:  The public hearing was called to order at 12:35 p.m.  On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Robinson and carried unanimously, the reading of the legal notice was waived.  Environmental Services Officer, Eric Buitenwerf presented a review of the proposed amendment.  There was no public input.  On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the public hearing was closed at 12:47 p.m.


On motion of Mr. Larson, seconded by Mr. Johannsen and carried unanimously, the amendment of Ordinance #38, as recommended by the Environmental Services Officer, was adopted and incorporation of same into the Subsurface Sewage Treatment System Ordinance #38 originally adiopted on August 19, 2009, was approved to be effective on February 4, 2010.

Environmental Services:  Mr. Buitenwerf reviewed the 2010 Natural Resources Block Grant agreement.  Discussion followed.  On motion of Mr. Larson, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the 2010 Natural Resources Block Grant agreement was approved and the Chairman was authorized to sign same.

Coordinator:  Assessor, Bob Hansen reported the utilization of an Experience Works Program employee, Darlene TerMaat by his office effective November 3, 2009, for 18 hours/week.


There being no further business before the Board, the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 12:58 p.m.
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