October 7, 2009
A TRANSCRIPT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE HUBBARD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS HELD ON OCTOBER 7, 2009 AT 9:00 0'CLOCK A.M.

A regular meeting of the Hubbard County Board of Commissioners was held on October 7, 2009, at 9:00 a.m. with all the Commissioners and County Coordinator, Jack Paul present.  


The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all.


The meeting was called to order by Chairman, Lyle Robinson.


On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the agenda was approved, as submitted.


On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the minutes of the regular board meeting held on September 16, 2009, were approved, as submitted.


Public Input:  American Legion Commander, Dave Free reiterated the needs and concerns regarding the current services that veterans are experiencing from the Hubbard County Veteran Services Officer and encouraged the Board to consider establishing a full time Veteran Services Officer.


Auditor/Treasurer:  On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the payment of the regular bills and the auditor’s warrants dated September 18, and 25, 2009, were approved as presented.

On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the following license applications were approved upon completion of proper paperwork:  Tobacco – MJ’s Saloon of Bemidji; J & B Foods; T & M Express (includes Nevis, Akeley & Park Rapids) & Northern Convenience; On Sale Liquor, Off Sale Liquor, & Sunday Liquor - MJ’s Saloon of Bemidji.

Ms. Heeren also reported a need for possible overtime in her office to complete the Manatron conversion along with receipt of second half tax payments and regular duties including completion of payroll.  By consensus of the Board, the Auditor/Treasurer was authorized to utilize personnel, as needed to complete the Manatron system installation.

Ms. Heeren presented the following reports for review by the Board:  General Fund Cash Balance Report dated September 30, 2009; Third Quarter Departmental Revenue/Expense Reports; Social Services Revenue/Expense Report; and updated 2010 Preliminary Budget Report.  No action taken.

By consensus of the Board, the authorization approved on April 15, 2009, for transfer of funds from Highway to the Solid Waste fund in the event of a cash balance deficit at the end of the month was re-affirmed with monies to be returned upon availability.


Public Works:  On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Carlson and carried unanimously, the following resolution was adopted:
Resolution No. 10070901

For Agreement to State Transportation Fund (Bridge Bonds)

Grant Terms and Conditions

Whereas, The County of Hubbard has applied to the Commissioner of Transportation for a grant from the Minnesota State Transportation fund for the construction of Bridge No. 29528, S.A.P. 29-607-006, on County State Aid Highway 7 between Lakes Ida and Little Sand; and


Whereas, The Commissioner of Transportation has given notice that funding for this bridge is available; and


Whereas, The amount of the grant has been determined to be $ 276,776.29 by reason of the lowest responsible bid;


Now, Therefore, be it resolved that the County of Hubbard does hereby agree to the terms and conditions of the grant consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section 174.50, subdivision 5 clause (3), and will pay any additional amount by which the cost exceeds the estimate, and will return to the Minnesota State Transportation Fund any amount appropriated for the bridge but not required.


On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the final payment to AAA Striping Service Company, St. Michael, MN was approved in the amount of $14,177.86 for CP 29-09-01, Pavement Marking.

Public Works Coordinator, David Olsonawski presented the quotes received for SAP 29-599-09, Bridge replacement over the Shell River in Straight River Township, located on the Becker Line Road, Section 18 as follows:  Midwest Contracting, LLC, Marshall, MN - $137,620.75; Gladden Construction, Laporte, MN - $155,000.00; RL Larson Excavating, St. Cloud, MN - $162,811.50; Central Specialties, Inc., Alexandria, MN - $179,191.95; and Sellin Brothers, Inc., Hawley, MN - $189,816.45.  Discussion followed.  On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the project listed in bold by underlined low bid listed above was approved as recommended by the Public Works Coordinator, to be paid from township Bridge funds.

Mr. Olsonawski re-addressed the need for a replacement Maintenance II position and presented fund financial information for review by the Board.  Discussion followed.  On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried 3-2 with Mr. Larson and Mr. Johannsen voting no, the re-filling of a vacant Maintenance II position was authorized per proper procedure.


Mr. Olsonawski presented information regarding additional North Shop fuel system upgrades requested by the MPCA.  On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously the quote of Independent Petroleum Services, Baxter, MN originally accepted on September 16, 2009 was increased by $1,510.26 for a total of $27,292.25.  (Quote remains the low quote.)

Land Commissioner, Bob Hoffman presented a summary of the 2009 Tax Forfeited Land Sale, completed on September 25, 2009, reporting one of five parcels sold.


On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Robinson and carried unanimously, the Beltrami Electric Cooperative application for easement across TFL in Rockwood Township, as recommended by the Land Commissioner, was approved upon receipt of proper payments and the Chairman was authorized to sign same.


On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Carlson and carried unanimously, the following resolution was adopted:

Resolution No. 10070902

Resolution For Easement


Whereas, Ronald and Melanie Burns, have applied to the County of Hubbard for an easement across unsold tax forfeited land to provide access, ingress and egress and utility purposes to the following property owned by the applicant.


W½ of W½ of SW¼ of NW¼ except West Seventy-five (75) feet, Section Twelve (12), Township One Hundred Forty-four (144) North, Range Thirty-five (35) W.

Whereas, the requested easement is described as follows:


A 33 foot easement for ingress and egress over and across part of the Northwest Quarter of Section 12, Township 144 North, Range 35 West.  The centerline of said easement is described as follows:


Commencing at the West Quarter corner of said Section 12; thence North 0 degrees 19 minutes 52 seconds East, bearing based on Hubbard County Coordinates NAD 83 (1996 ADJ) along the west line of said Section 12, 611.37 feet to the point of beginning of the centerline to be described; thence North 89 degrees 40 minutes 08 seconds East 75.00 feet and there terminating.


Whereas, there are no reasonable alternatives to obtain access to the applicant’s property; and


Whereas, the proposed easement will not cause significant adverse environmental or natural resource management impact; and


Whereas, the appraised value of the easement is as follows: $ 100.00.


Now Therefore Be It Resolved, by the County of Hubbard:

1. An easement shall be issued to the applicant upon payment to the County Auditor for the appraised value.

2. The easement shall be non-exclusive.

3. Timber rights are retained by Hubbard County and any timber removal will be charged for at the current rate.

4. The easement shall provide that it will revert to the State of Minnesota in trust for the taxing district in the event of non use.


On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Robinson and carried unanimously, the following resolution was adopted:

Resolution No. 10070903


Whereas, the State of Minnesota, through the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDot) has requested to acquire access rights for the improvement of Trunk Highway 71 on the following parcel of tax forfeited land:  That part of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 21, Township 145 North, Range 33 West, shown as Parcel 61 on Minnesota Department of Transportation Right of Way Plat Numbered 29-74 as the same is on file and of record in the office of the County Recorder in and for Hubbard County, Minnesota;


Whereas, there will remain adequate access to this parcel after the acquisition of these access rights,


Now Therefore, the Hubbard County Board of Commissioners approves and accepts the states certified offer for monetary damage for the acquisition of the right of access as shown as Parcel 61 on Minnesota Department of Transportation Right of Way Plat Numbered 29 – 74 as the same is on file and of record in the office of the County Recorder in Hubbard County, Minnesota.


On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Johannsen and carried unanimously, the lease of five acres in the old CSAH 45 gravel pit located in Section 9-T145N-R32W (Farden Twp) to Dick Walsh Forest Products, in the amount of $300 and payment of property tax, for stockpile of timber, was approved, as recommended by the Land Commissioner, and the renewal of the lease for subsequent years, if requested at the same terms was authorized.


Parks & Recreation Supervisor, Greg Hensel presented information regarding the repair of the Heartland Park Beach wall.  Discussion followed.  On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Johannsen and carried unanimously, the completion of the Heartland Park Beach wall repair was approved, by low quote not to exceed $2,500, with a report to the Board upon completion, with payment to be from budgeted monies.

Mr. Olsonawski reported the Highway Department Third Quarter comp time accrued in the amount of 1,311.3 hours for a year to date total of 3,088.78 total hours.


The Road & Bridge Financial Statements dated July, 31; August 31, and September 30, 2009 were reviewed.


Discussion was held regarding the Solid Waste fund balance with Solid Waste Administrator, Vern Massie reporting the budget issues would be addressed by a decrease in the transfer station hours of service beginning October 17, 2009, and changes in personnel, as necessary.


County Attorney:  County Attorney, Don Dearstyne re-addressed the need for an Assistant County Attorney to fill the vacant position in his office and presented budget information for review by the Board.  Discussion followed.  On motion of Mr. Larson, seconded by Mr. Robinson and carried unanimously, the filling of a half time, entry level Assistant County Attorney position was authorized per proper procedure.

Sheriff:  On motion of Mr. Larson, seconded by Mr. Robinson and carried unanimously, the following resolution was adopted:
Resolution No. 10070904

Whereas, Minnesota Statutes §465.03 provides for acceptance of gifts by the County by resolution of the County Board adopted by a two-thirds majority of the Board and expressing the terms of the gift, and


Whereas,  Hubbard County's Sheriff's Department has received gifts as follows: 

	Name
	Amount
	Donation

	Lower Crow Wing Lake Association
	$100.00
	K-9 Program Donation



Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the aforesaid gifts are hereby gratefully accepted.


Sheriff, Frank Homer announced that the 2009 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) in the amount of $12,231 has been awarded to Hubbard County to be used for purchase of equipment.


Sheriff Homer and the Board recognized participants of the missing person search recently conducted and the efficiency and professional manner by which it was successfully completed.


Veteran Services Office/Emergency Management:  Emergency Management Officer, David Konshok provided information regarding the supportive roll Emergency Management is providing to the Department of Public Safety with regard to the pandemic flu coordination responsibilities and other activities.  He also outlined grants received and those in process.

Social Services:  On motion of Mr. Larson, seconded by Mr. Johannsen and carried unanimously, the Chairman was authorized to sign the Day Training and Habilitation application for Need Determination of Services to Persons with Mental Retardation or Related Conditions, as presented and recommended by the Social Services Director.


On motion of Mr. Larson, seconded by Mr. Johannsen and carried unanimously, the resignation of Social Worker, Sarah Nordin was accepted effective October 13, 2009, with regrets and the re-filling of the vacant position was authorized per proper procedure.


On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Johannsen and carried unanimously, the three party purchase of service contract with Nelson In Home, Hubbard County Social Services and Park Rapids, Akeley, Walker & Nevis (PAWN) Cooperative, for family based life management skills was amended, as recommended by the Social Services Director, to incorporate the Host County Contract (HCC) rates approved for the period of November 1, 2009 to December 31, 2010.


Audit Report:  The contracted auditor, Colleen Hoffman provided the 2008 Hubbard County audit report to the Board.  No action necessary.


Social Services:  On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Robinson and carried unanimously, the payment of the social services bills was approved, as presented.

Environmental Services:  Environmental Services Officer, Eric Buitenwerf presented suggested amendments to the Subsurface Sewage Treatment System Ordinance #38 as recommended by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA).  Discussion followed.  On motion of Mr. Larson, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the  addition of MPCA suggested language changes to the Subsurface Sewage Treatment System Ordinance #38 amendment that is scheduled for public hearing on November 4, 2009, beginning at 12:30 p.m. for review by the public and consideration of the Board was approved.


On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the review of the Subdivision Ordinance violation by the County Attorney was approved for litigation, if necessary.


Coordinator:  On motion of Mr. Robinson, seconded by Mr. Johannsen and carried unanimously, the Board work session scheduled for November 11, 2009, was cancelled.


Coordinator, Jack Paul reported the construction expenses totaling $2,177.53 of the Court Administration glass partition authorize d on April 15, 2009.

On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the purchase of a server rack for the Auditor’s computer room in the amount of $1,600 plus tax and shipping and the attendance of two Microsoft SQL classes in Clearwater County by an Assessor’s Office employee at an expense of $920 were approved, as recommended by the Technology Committee, with both expenditures to be paid from the Recorder’s Compliance Fund.


On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the following changes to the Hubbard County Cafeteria Plan, were approved as recommended by the Benefit Committee, resulting in a decrease of the Northwest Service Cooperative combined Health Insurance premiums from 13.1% to 8.81%:  a) increase in High Deductible Health Plan (HDHP) deductibles from $1450/$2900 to $1500/$3000 and from $2900/$5800 to $3000/$6000; b) increase in Comprehensive Major Medical (CMM) drug co-pays from 10/25/40 to 10/35/50; and c) change of HDHP Formulary Drug list from FlexRx to GenRx.  The proactive actions of the Benefit Committee were acknowledged and appreciated by the Board.


On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously the motion approved on September 2, 2009, to increase the Voluntary Group Term Life (VGTL) maximum coverage from $300,000 to $500,000 was rescinded.

On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Carlson and carried unanimously, the following resolution was adopted:
Resolution No. 10070905


Whereas, the Kitchigami Regional Library had an outdated Joint Powers Agreement for its member counties and cities; and


Whereas, the members have prepared a revised Joint Powers Agreement that addresses the concerns of many of the members and


Whereas, the newly revised Joint Powers Agreement clarifies the levy authority of the member cities and towns; and


Whereas, the revised Joint Powers Agreement also allows for dispute resolution via mediation and provides a procedure for qualifying entities to join the Kitchigami Regional Library;


Now Therefore Be It Resolved, that the County of Hubbard does agree with the terms and conditions of the revised Joint Powers Agreement, and does support the Agreement as written scheduled to take affect January 1, 2010.


Mr. Paul reported a need for additional personnel time in the Assessor’s office to complete the Manatron conversion along with regular duties in his office.  By consensus of the Board, the Assessor was authorized to utilize personnel, as needed to complete the Manatron system installation.

Historical Society:  On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, an additional 2009 Historical Society allocation in the amount of $1,370.25 was approved and the payment of same was approved from the Building Fund.


Federal Engineering Survey Presentation:  The Federal Engineering Survey was presented and options available to become compliant with Federal Communications Commission (FCC) regulations effective January 1, 2013 were reviewed.


Coordinator, Paul left the meeting at 2:25 p.m.


Closed Session:  On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the meeting was closed pursuant to §13D.05, Subd. 3 for performance evaluation of Veteran Services Officer, David Konshok at 2:32 p.m.  The meeting was re-opened at 3:42 p.m.


There being no further business before the Board the chairman adjourned the meeting at 3:42 p.m.
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