April 1, 2009
A TRANSCRIPT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE HUBBARD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS HELD ON APRIL 1, 2009, AT 9:00 0'CLOCK A.M.

A regular meeting of the Hubbard County Board of Commissioners was held on April 1, 2009, at 9:00 a.m. with all the Commissioners and County Coordinator, Jack Paul present.


The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all.


The meeting was called to order by Chairman, Lyle Robinson.


On motion of Mr. Larson seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the agenda was approved, as submitted.


On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the minutes of the regular meeting held on March 18, 2009, were approved, as submitted.


There was no public input.


Coordinator:  On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Carlson and carried unanimously, the payment of the social service bills was approved.


On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the following resolution was adopted:

Resolution No. 04010901

A Resolution In Opposition To Cuts To Payment-In-Lieu-Of-Taxes Payments To Minnesota Counties


Whereas, the State of Minnesota provides Payment In Lieu of Tax (PILT) funds to counties to provide a measure of property tax relief to taxpayers who may live in counties that contain tax exempt state public lands; and


Whereas, one of the state goals related to the Payment In Lieu of Tax (PILT) payments to counties is to encourage the retention of the public land base and to foster sustainable natural resource management programs by counties over the long-term for the benefit of future generations of the entire State of Minnesota; and


Whereas, the retention and stability of state owned, county managed, natural resource lands plays an important role in the continued viability of Minnesota’s forest products industry and public land recreation opportunities which directly impacts numerous regional economies in Minnesota; and


Whereas, many of the counties that receive the highest levels of PILT funding from the State of Minnesota are those rural counties that have very low property tax capacity and a high incidence of poverty factors; and


Whereas, Hubbard County utilizes PILT proceeds to help fund state-mandated services and also to meet locally determined service needs related to public safety and county roads; and


Whereas, PILT proceeds not only benefit counties but, through apportionment formulas, school districts, townships and other entities receive PILT funding to assist them in meeting service needs in jurisdictions where property tax opportunities are limited due to the presence of tax exempt state lands; and 


Whereas, Governor Tim Pawlenty has proposed a 20 percent reduction to Payment-in-Lieu-of-Taxes (PILT) to counties as part of his strategy to correct the state budget deficit for the next biennium; and 


Whereas, the proposed 20 percent cut would result in an annual funding reduction of approximately $144,000 to Hubbard County; and 


Whereas, the proposal to cut PILT funding represents a disproportionate funding cut to Minnesota counties as many poor rural counties would receive a greater reduction in state funding than more wealthy counties.


Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, the Hubbard County Board of Commissioners respectfully requests that the 2009 Session of the Minnesota State Legislature reject proposals to cut PILT funding to counties as a mechanism to balance the State of Minnesota budget deficit for the coming biennium.  


Auditor/Treasurer:  On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Carlson and carried unanimously, the payment of the regular bills and the auditors warrants dated March 20, March 27, 2009, were approved as submitted.


On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Carlson and carried unanimously, the four year, Maintenance Agreements for Election Equipment and reporting software in the amount of $10,930 annually, were approved, as presented.


On the motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the Chairman was authorized to sign the Martineau Off Highway Motorcycle Trail agreement, as presented.


On motion of Mr. Larson, seconded by Mr. Johannsen and carried unanimously, the application for set-up licenses for the following were approved upon completion of proper paperwork:  The Barn, Henrietta Township and The Hilltop Inn, Hubbard Township.


Public Works:  Public Works Coordinator, David Olsonawski presented the quotes received for purchase of signs and posts as follows:  Newman Traffic Signs, Jamestown, ND - $21,243.12; M R Sign Company Inc., Fergus Falls, MN - $21,366.68; Osburn Associates, Inc., Logan, OH - $21,633.28; Lyle Signs, Inc., Eden Prairie, MN - $12,454.36.  On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Johannsen and carried unanimously, the purchase listed in bold, by underlined low quote above, that meets specifications, was approved as recommended by the Public Works Coordinator, to be paid from budgeted monies.

The quotes received for purchase of culverts, bands and end sections were reported as follows, plus tax:  Johnston Fargo Culvert, Fargo, ND - $10,143.85; Knife River Materials, Bemidji, MN - $10,480.30; and Walker Pipe & Supply, Walker, MN - $10,911.60.  On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the purchase listed in bold, by underlined, low quote above was approved, as recommended by the Public Works Coordinator, to be paid from budgeted monies.

Mr. Olsonawski presented the bids received for SP 29-611-06, Reclaim, PM Bituminous & shouldering on CSAH 11 (6 miles) as follows:  Anderson Brothers, Brainerd, MN - $859,883.27; Mark Sand & Gravel, Fergus Falls, MN - $863,297.20; Central Specialties, Inc., Alexandria, MN - $921,694.98; Tri-City Paving, Little Falls, MN - $934,440.00; and Knife River Materials, Bemidji, MN - $976,288.25.  On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the project listed in bold, by underlined, low bid above was approved, as recommended by the Public Works Coordinator, to be paid from State Aid and Federal Funds.

Mr. Olsonawski presented the bids received for SAP 29-620-07, Mill, Aggregate Base, PM Bituminous & shouldering on CSAH 20 (3 miles and CP 29-112-05, Aggregate Base, PM Bituminous & shouldering on CR 112 (2 miles) as follows:  Mark Sand & Gravel, Fergus Falls, MN - $664,568.63; Anderson Brothers, Brainerd, MN - $695,744.98; Central Specialties, Inc., Alexandria - $761,566.93; Tri-City Paving, Little Falls, MN - $772,072.60; and Knife River Materials, Bemidji, MN - $835,964.23.  On motion of Mr. Larson, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the project listed in bold, by underlined, low bid above was approved, as recommended by the Public Works Coordinator, to be paid from State Aid and County Funds.

Mr. Olsonawski presented the bids received for CP 29-09-02, Aggregate Surfacing & shouldering on various roads (37 miles of surfacing & 36 miles of shouldering) as follows:  Mark Sand & Gravel, Fergus Falls, MN - $311,386.30; Anderson Contracting, Inc., Solway, MN - $329,414.49; Wm. D. Scepaniak, Inc., Holdingford, MN - $358,244.85; Central Specialties, Inc., Alexandria - $432,637.95; and Gladen Construction, Laporte, MN - $477,371.82.  On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Johannsen and carried unanimously, the project listed in bold, by underlined, low bid above was approved, as recommended by the Public Works Coordinator, to be paid from State Aid and County Funds.


Parks and Recreation Manager, Greg Hensel presented quotes for the purchase of four (4) grills, for installation at the Lake George Park and the Heartland Park (2 each), as follows:  Highland Products Group, Boca Raton, FL - $1,028.52; Northwoods Landscape & Recreation/St Croix Recreation, Stillwater, MN - $944.66; Midwest Playscapes, Chaska, MN - $1,215.71; Belson Outdoors, North Aurora, IL - $998.00; Clearwater Recreation, Waconia, MN - $754.02 (does not meet specifications); R. J. Thomas Mfg. Co., Inc., Cherokee, IA - $868.65; and MN/Wisconsin Playground, Golden Valley, MN - $745.50 (does not meet specifications).  On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the purchase listed in bold, by underlined, low quote above was approved, as recommended by the Parks & Recreation Board, to be paid from budgeted monies.

Mr. Hensel presented the quotes for the purchase of one back pack blower, as follows:  East Lawn & Sport, Park Rapids, MN - $334.41; Park Ace Hardware, Park Rapids, MN - $377.95; and Gielow’s Lawn & Garden Equipment, Inc., Milwaukee, WI - $475.00.  On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Carlson and carried unanimously, the purchase listed in bold, by underlined, low quote above was approved, as recommended by the Parks & Recreation Board, to be paid from budgeted monies.

The quotes for the purchase of a zero turn riding mower were presented as follows:  Gielow’s Lawn & Garden (Toro), Milwaukee, WI - $12,225.13; East Lawn & Sport (John Deere), Park Rapids, MN - $12,300.75 (later lowered to 12,225); and East Lawn & Sport (Toro), Park Rapids, MN - $12,982.35.  Discussion followed regarding the interest of the local vendor to meet the low quote.  A motion was made by Mr. Carlson that died for a lack of a second, to purchase the John Deere mower from East Lawn & Sport, Park Rapids, in the amount of $12,300.75.  Discussion continued.  On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the purchase listed in bold, by underlined, quote above was approved, as recommended by the Parks & Recreation Board, to be paid from budgeted monies.

Mr. Hensel presented the quotes for the purchase of fencing for the sides of the Stony Lake Beach property, per the recommendation of the Minnesota Counties Insurance Trust (MCIT) as follows:  Oberg Fence, Deerwood, MN - $2,150; Century Fence, Forest Lake, MN - $2,314; Keller Fence Co., Grand Rapids, MN - $2,445; A-1 Fence Co., Carlton, MN - $2,520.05; International Pipe & Steel Corporation, North Branford, CT - $1,998.63; and Dakota Fence, Fargo, ND - $1,988.35.  Discussion followed.  On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the purchase listed in bold by underlined, low quote was approved, as recommended by the Parks & Recreation Board, to be paid from budgeted monies.

At the request of Mr. Hensel, consideration of the quotes received for the purchase of twenty (20) picnic tables was withdrawn until like quotes can be presented.

On motion of Mr. Larson, seconded by Mr. Johannsen and carried unanimously, the following resolution was adopted:
Resolution No. 04010902


Whereas, the Board of Commissioners of the County of Hubbard has reviewed the following proposed land exchanges 879a and 879b between Hubbard County tax forfeited land and the state of Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

	879a
	879b

	State: NE¼SW¼ of Section 26, Township 140, Range 33

State valuation $60,900

County: SW¼ SW¼ of Section 15, Township 139, Range 32

County valuation $60,448.80
	State: SW¼NW¼ of Section 26, Township 140, Range 33

State valuation $61,700

County: NW¼SW¼ Section 15, Township 139, Range 32

County valuation $60,448.80


and 


Whereas, the State of Minnesota has performed the expedited valuations for the parcels involved in the land exchanges and


Whereas, the difference in value between the parcels in exchanges 879a is only $451.20 and the difference in 879b is $1,251.20, 


Whereas, the Commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources and the Land Exchange Board under Minnesota Statute §94.343, Subd. 2a, can take values into consideration.


Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Hubbard County Board of Commissioners authorizes proceeding with the substantially equal values in the above land exchanges 879a and 879b.


On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the following resolution was adopted:
Resolution No. 04010903


Whereas,  The Board of Commissioners of the County of Hubbard has received a request from the City of Nevis for a public use deed free of charge and


Whereas, the request is to use the parcel to capture, store and infiltrate storm water runoff, which does meet the requirements for an authorized public use as outlined in M.S. §282.01, Subd. 1a


Now Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the following parcel of tax-forfeited land be conveyed to the City of Nevis for a public use free of charge:

City of Nevis

Pearson& Halvorson’s Addition

Lots 11 & 12, Block 4


On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the sale of tax forfeited land located in the City of Nevis described as Pearson & Halverson’s Addition Lots 9 & 10, Block 4 to the Hubbard County Housing & Redevelopment Authority was approved in the amount of $1.00 for each lot, with the agreement to hold the county harmless and the Auditor was authorized to sign the Auditor’s Application for State Deed, as presented.


Development Achievement Center (DAC) Director, Ed Ranson presented information regarding recycling services rendered at the south transfer station by the DAC clientele.  Discussion followed.  On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Johannsen and carried unanimously, an addendum to the Recycling Agreement amendment that was approved on October 15, 2008, authorizing an increase from $.30 to $.50 for electronics recycling was approved.


On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the DAC’s utilization of a portion of the county land located adjacent to the south transfer station for establishment of a small garden plot, was approved, as discussed.


The Road & Bridge financial statements dated January 31, and February 28, 2009 were distributed.


A clarification of the county hiring freeze approved on February 4, 2009, was made as follows: the hiring freeze refers to replacement of full time positions, however part time positions will be considered on an as needed basis with consideration of financial feasibility (example: part time personnel vs full time overtime expenses or provision of an alternate funding source)


On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Carlson and carried unanimously, the filling of up to three temporary highway positions for up to six months, was approved per proper procedure, for completion of construction projects, as presented.


On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Carlson and carried unanimously, the recall of two Parks & Recreation temporary utility workers that were laid off in 2008 was authorized, per proper procedure or re-filling of the two temporary positions was approved in the event the laid off employees are no longer available.

Sheriff:  Commissioner Larson left the meeting at 9:57 a.m.  On the motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Johannsen and carried with Mr. Larson out of the room, the application to accept gambling funds was approved, the Chairman was authorized to sign same and the following resolution was adopted:
Resolution No. 04010904


Whereas, Minnesota Statutes §465.03 provides for acceptance of gifts by the County by resolution of the County Board adopted by a two-thirds majority of the Board and expressing the terms of the gift, and


Whereas,  Hubbard County's Sheriff's Department has received gifts as follows: 

	Name
	Amount
	Donation

	Otto Hendrickson Post 212
	$500.00
	Sheriff’s Office Donation

	Otto Hendrickson Post 212
	$500.00
	Explorer Program Donation 

	Dale Fischer
	$475.00
	STS Firewood Donation

	Dave Harris
	$247.50
	STS Firewood Donation

	Akeley Regional Community Center
	$250.00
	STS Program



Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the aforesaid gifts are hereby gratefully accepted.


On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried with Mr. Larson out of the room, the 2010 – 2011 STS Budget/Contract was approved, as recommended by the Chief Deputy Sheriff.

On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Carlson and carried with Mr. Larson out of the room, the filling of the 2009 Supplemental Boat & Water Deputy position was authorized, per proper procedure and the following resolution was adopted:
Resolution No. 04010908


Whereas, The Hubbard County Sheriff's Office is eligible for a 2009 Supplemental Boating Grant (federal) and


Whereas, Hubbard County is in need of funds for the Boat and Water program, now,


Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Hubbard County Board of Commissioners approves the grant as submitted and


Be It Further Resolved, that Hubbard County agrees to comply with the requirements of the grant.


Chief Deputy Sheriff, Frank Homer presented updates on the following:  Special Operations Training Association (SOTA) Training Conference; K-9 Drug Trials; and court room security equipment.  Deputy, Chad Olson who received second place in the SOTA Training Conference “sniper competition” presented information regarding the contest.  No action was required.  Commissioner Larson returned to the meeting at 10:08 a.m.  

Jail/Dispatch Administrator, Sherri Klasen presented the Jail Population Report.

On the motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Johannsen and carried unanimously, the following resolution was adopted:
Resolution No. 04010905

National Telecommunicator's Week
April 12-18, 2009

Whereas, emergencies can occur at anytime requiring sheriff, police, fire or emergency medical services; and


Whereas, when an emergency occurs the prompt response of law enforcement, firefighters and paramedics is critical to the protection of life and preservation of property; and


Whereas, the safety of our deputy sheriffs, police officers, and firefighters is dependent upon the quality and accuracy of information obtained from citizens who telephone the Hubbard County Sheriff's Office Communications Center; and


Whereas, public safety dispatchers are the first and most critical contact our citizens have with emergency services; and


Whereas, public safety dispatchers are the single vital link for our law enforcement and fire personnel by monitoring their activities by radio, providing them information and ensuring their safety; and 


Whereas, public safety dispatchers of the Hubbard County Sheriff's Office Communications Center have contributed substantially to the apprehension of criminals, suppression of fires and treatment of patients; and


Whereas, each dispatcher has exhibited compassion, understanding and professionalism during the performance of their job in the past year;


Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved that the Board of Commissioners of the County of Hubbard hereby proclaims the week of April 12-19, 2009, as "National Telecommunicator's Week" and joins in honoring the men and women whose diligence and professionalism keep our county and citizens safe.


Jail Program Coordinator, William Devine presented information regarding a request for installation of a Jail Video Visitation Booth in D-Block in the jail facility.  Discussion followed regarding the sole source of equipment to match the existing equipment initially installed during the jail construction.  On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the purchase listed in bold above was approved with electrical to be completed by Lee Davis Electric, Inc., Park Rapids, MN for a combined total of $7,010.27 to be paid from the Prisoner Canteen Fund, as recommended by the Jail/Dispatch Administrator.


On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Robinson and carried unanimously, the resignation of full time Dispatcher/Jailer, Tom Walsh effective April 14, 2009, was accepted with regrets and the following were authorized:  a letter of appreciation for years of county service and the re-filling of the position, as required by the Department of Corrections, per proper procedure.


By consensus of the Board, the resignation of part time Dispatcher/Jailer, Robert Meeks was accepted, effective March 27, 2009.  Re-filling of the position was re-affirmed per authorization to maintain staffing levels previously approved and the clarification of hiring freeze stated earlier in the day.

Giziibii Resource Conservation & Development (RC & D) Association:  Giziibii RC & D Coordinator, Casey Olson presented the 2008 Annual Report and the Minnesota Association of RC & D Councils 2008 Annual Report.


Recorder:  On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Carlson and carried unanimously, the Recorder’s attendance of the Fidlar Technologies 2nd Annual National User Group Meeting in Rock Island, IL from May 12 to May 14, 2009, was authorized with meals and transportation in Rock Island provided by Fidlar and minimal expenses (mileage to and from Minneapolis, two nights hotel stays and up to three meals during travel) to be paid by the county from Technology Fund monies, as presented.


Social Services:  On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Carlson and carried unanimously, the following resolution was adopted:
Resolution No. 04010906


Whereas, Hubbard County operates a transit system; and


Whereas, Hubbard County desires to purchase, through the State of Minnesota Cooperative Procurement Process, a vehicle to be used in the transit system; and


Whereas, the vehicle cost is allocated 100% Federal share of the “contract amount”; and


Whereas, Hubbard County staff has reviewed the vehicle options offered by approved multiple contracting vendors; and


Whereas, the staff recommends purchasing a vehicle from Hoglund Bus (Glaval) for the reason of fleet consistency, service and quality;


Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Hubbard County Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes the purchase of a new transit bus from Hoglund Bus in the approximate amount of 64,000.


Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD):  SWCD District Manager, Shane Foley presented the 2008 Annual SWCD Report and 2009 SWCD Annual Work Plan.  No action required.


County Attorney:  On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the MCAPS/MCCC Maintenance Agreement was approved and the Chairman was authorized to sign same.

On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the County Attorney’s Office utilization of overtime if necessary was authorized on April 10, due to State Court system operation on a county holiday.


Environmental Services:  On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Robinson and carried unanimously, the review of a Shoreland Ordinance violation by the County Attorney for litigation, if necessary was approved.

Environmental Services Officer, Eric Buitenwerf reported utilization of four and one-half hours overtime for the period of January – March, 2009.

Coordinator:  Discussion regarding replacement of retiring Sheriff, Gary Mills was held.


Veteran Services/Emergency Management:  Emergency Management Officer, David Konshok presented an update.  On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Carlson and carried unanimously, the following resolution was adopted:
Resolution No. 04010907

Resolution Requesting a Presidential Declaration of a Major Disaster


Whereas the County of Hubbard has sustained severe losses of major proportion, caused by flooding on the dates of March 16th through March 31, 2009; and


Whereas Hubbard County is a public entity within the State of Minnesota; and


Whereas substantial damage has been sustained to both public an private property, as outlined in the attached damage assessment forms; and


Whereas the cost of recovery from this disaster is beyond the resources available within the county, and state and federal resources are necessary; 


Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Board of County Commissioners, for and on behalf of the citizens of Hubbard County, request the Governor of the State of Minnesota to petition the President of the United States to declare the County of Hubbard, Minnesota, to be a major disaster area, through appropriate channels.  


Be it further resolved that this request is for:

1. The Public Assistance (Infrastructure Support) and Human Service Programs as offered through P.L. 93-288 and 106.390.

2. The Hazard Mitigation Program, as offered through P.L. 93-288 and 106.390.


Be it further resolved that the County Emergency Management Director is authorized to coordinate the damage survey teams with local government, and assist in the administration of the disaster recovery process, as needed.  


The Board was informed that April 20 – 24, 2009, is Severe Weather Week and that a Tornado Drill has been scheduled for April 23, 2009 at 1:45 p.m.

Coordinator:  Discussion regarding the Sheriff’s replacement continued.  On motion of Mr. Robinson, seconded by Mr. Johannsen and carried unanimously, the Coordinator’s Office was directed to seek internal candidates for the vacant Sheriff’s position effective May 1, 2009, and schedule twenty minute presentations of each interested party at the April 18, board meeting beginning at 2:00 p.m.

The 2009 Township Board of Appeal & Equalization Schedule was distributed and the Board was reminded that the 2009 County Board of Appeal & Equalization meeting was scheduled for June 15, 2009, beginning at 1:00 p.m.

The overtime utilized by the Assessor’s Office for the period of February through March, 2009 was reported in the amount of 104 hours.

Information was distributed outlining the Headwaters Regional Development Commission services provided to both public and private entities.


On motion of Mr. Larson, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried 4-1 with Mr. Carlson voting no, the Coordinator was directed to draft correspondence on behalf of the Board endorsing the Hubbard County Regional Economic Development Commission’s application for a grant to complete a feasibility study regarding a new motel/meeting room building. 


There being no further business before the Board, the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 1:22 p.m.
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