March 18, 2009

A TRANSCRIPT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE HUBBARD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS HELD ON MARCH 18, 2009, AT 9:00 0'CLOCK A.M.

A regular meeting of the Hubbard County Board of Commissioners was held on March 18, 2009, at 9:00 a.m. with all Commissioners and County Coordinator, Jack Paul present.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all.


The meeting was called to order by Chairman, Lyle Robinson.


On motion of Mr. Larson, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the agenda was approved, as submitted.


On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the minutes of the regular meeting held on March 4, 2009, were approved, as submitted.


There was no public input.


Coordinator:  On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the scheduled Board Work Session for April 8, 2009, was cancelled.


Auditor/Treasurer:  On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, payment of the bills and auditor’s warrants of March 6 and March 13, 2009, were approved, as submitted.

Auditor/Treasurer, Pam Heeren distributed the Revenue Fund Cash Balance Report dated February 28, 2009.


Coordinator:  Information was shared regarding the re-filling of the Sheriff’s position that will be vacant effective May 1, 2009.  No action taken at this time.

Public Works:  Public Works Coordinator, David Olsonawski reviewed the schedule for bids/quotes to be obtained for presentation on April 1, 2009.  Also the Board was informed of various funding sources for 2009 projects that had been obtained.  No action was necessary.


County Attorney:  On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the purchase agreement between Ryan J. Leckner and Hubbard County for Parcel #13.30.01410, in the amount of $161,000 was approved with transaction to be completed after July 15, and no later than August 5, 2009, and the Chairman was authorized to sign same.

On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried 3-2 with Mr. Carlson and Mr. Larson voting no, the County Attorney’s participation in a summer intern, law student grant program, was approved with minimal expenses to be paid from DWI Forfeiture monies.

Coordinator:  Discussion continued regarding the re-filling of the vacant Sheriff position.  A motion was made by Mr. Larson, seconded by Mr. Johannsen that failed 1-4 with Mr. Johannsen, Mr. Robinson, Mr. Devine and Mr. Carlson voting no, to advertise for qualified applicants (POST license and a county resident) with a closing date effective April 30, 2009.  Discussion followed.  The County Attorney was asked to review the timelines required, if any, to refill the position per Minnesota Statute, with a report to the Board and the Board agreed to consider desired replacement details for review and discussion at the April 1, 2009, board meeting.

Coordinator, Jack Paul presented information regarding employee benefits.  No action was taken.

Social Services:  Social Worker, Chelsey Runia, hired January 26, 2009, was introduced to the Board.


On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the Purchase of Service agreement with Express Employment Professionals for transit program dispatching services was approved to be paid from grant dollars and the Social Services Director was authorized to sign same.

On motion of Mr. Larson, seconded by Mr. Carlson and carried unanimously, the Purchase of Service agreement with Stellher Human Services for Home Based Mental Health services was approved, as recommended by the Social Services Director.

On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the Memorandum of Understanding with the Land of the Dancing Sky Area Agency on Aging was approved and the Chairman was authorized to sign same.

Social Services Director, Daryl Bessler presented information regarding Prime West case management services, the Human Services Authority Act, and the Income Maintenance Report.

On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Devine and carried unanimously, the payment of the Income Maintenance Agenda, Social Service Agenda and welfare bills was approved and the following resolution was adopted:

Resolution No. 03180901

Be It Resolved, That the foregoing record is a true and accurate recording of the official actions and recommendations of the County Board of Commissioners and as such constitutes the official minutes thereof.  Payments of assistance, relief and claims as indicated in these minutes is hereby ordered.  


Sheriff:  On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the following resolution was adopted:

Resolution No. 03180902


Whereas, the Hubbard County Sheriff's Office, in conjunction with the Akeley, Lake George, Lakeport, Nevis, and Park Rapids Fire Departments, have applied for and received approval for 2009-2010 FEMA Firegrant Funding, and


Whereas, the grant will provide phase one funding for expenses including mobile radios/base stations for fire departments and dispatch equipment for the Sheriff's Office, and


Whereas, the grant will allow the Hubbard County Sheriff's Office to obtain the needed equipment, including the P25 narrowband communications to meet the recently adopted statewide radio communications plan set by the State of Minnesota with the object of the plan being to provide for the planning and development of a statewide interoperable trunked radio system to replace the existing diverse and antiquated analog system, and


Whereas, the Hubbard County Sheriff's Office has been part of the Northwest Regional Radio Board to ensure additional funding and has worked with the board to provide the necessary information to seek any or all grants available to obtain the needed equipment,


Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Hubbard County Board of Commissioners does hereby agree to the terms of the Phase I Firegrant between FEMA and the Park Rapids Fire Department, for the period of February 1, 2009 through February 1, 2010, and

Be It Further Resolved, that the Hubbard County Board of Commissioners herby authorizes the county match as required.


Jail/Dispatch Administrator, Sherri Klasen presented the Jail Inmate Status Report.

MAHUBE:  On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the following resolution was adopted:

Resolution 03180903

SUPPORTING THE FAMILY HOMELESS ASSISTANCE AND PREVENTION PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY MAHUBE COMMUNITY COUNCIL, INC.


Whereas, Hubbard County has a commitment to establish a collaborative and comprehensive system for addressing the housing needs of families, youth, and single adults who are homeless, or imminently at risk of becoming homeless, and 


Whereas, Hubbard County recognizes that there is a need to continually improve the coordination of existing services currently made available by homeless service providers in Hubbard County to assure a “continuum of care”; and


Whereas, Hubbard County recognizes the need to stabilize and maintain in their homes, families, youth and single adults at risk of becoming homeless; and


Whereas, Hubbard County recognizes the need to shorten the amount of time that families, youth and single adults stay in emergency shelters; and


Whereas, Hubbard County recognizes the need to eliminate repeat use of emergency shelters by families, youth and single adults; and


Whereas, Hubbard County recognizes the need to provide support services to homeless and high risk population.


Now Therefore Be It Resolved, by the Hubbard County Board of Commissioners, that they support Mahube Community Council, Inc. in submitting the “Family Homeless Assistance and Prevention Program” Grant Application to the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency.


Northwest Continuum of Care representative, Wendy Thompson presented information regarding the “Heading Home Northwest Minnesota” plan.  On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Robinson and carried unanimously, the following resolution was adopted:
Resolution 03180904

Hubbard County Board
Support of Heading Home Northwest Minnesota


Whereas, Heading Home Northwest Minnesota is a 10-year plan to address homelessness in a 12-county region, which includes Hubbard County, and


Whereas, Hubbard County will benefit from the action steps put forth in this plan to address homelessness in the region, and


Whereas, the plan was created with input from throughout the region and endorsed by the Northwest Minnesota Continuum of Care and


Whereas, the plan provides an analysis of homelessness in Northwest Minnesota and contains county, regional, state, and national data of significance and


Whereas, a representative of the Northwest Minnesota Continuum of Care (the CoC) presented the 10-year plan entitled Heading Home Northwest Minnesota to the Hubbard County Board. The CoC provided the county with access to the full plan as well as a copy of the Executive Summary for review.


Now Therefore Be It Resolved, that the Hubbard County Board hereby supports the goals contained in Heading Home Northwest Minnesota and encourages continued collaboration by all stakeholders to reach those goals.


Environmental Services:  Environmental Services Officer, Eric Buitenwerf reviewed proposed changes to the SSTS purchase of service agreement.  Discussion followed.  On motion of Mr. Larson, seconded by Mr. Carlson and carried unanimously, the SSTS purchase of service agreement was approved as to form, including the addition of the addendum, as presented and upon satisfactory review of the agreement by the county attorney, the Environmental Services Officer was authorized to complete same with the current contractors (2).


Coordinator:  On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Johannsen and carried unanimously, the meeting was closed pursuant to M.S. §13D.05, Subd 3, employee evaluation at 12:45 p.m.  The meeting was re-opened at 1:04 p.m.

Klein McCarthy Architects:  Bruce Schwartzman, Architect and Anthony Enright, Designer reported methods to be used to gain data for review of current county facilities and future space needs that will be used to establish a completion timeline for presentation of recommendation to the Board.


Coordinator:  Building & Grounds Maintenance Manager, Lee Gwiazdon presented information regarding the repair project on the Old Courthouse building.  Discussion followed.  By consensus of the Board, Mr. Gwiazdon was authorized to obtain quotes for repair/maintenance of the old courthouse using alternate methods, as discussed, for review by the Board upon completion.


On motion of Mr. Devine, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the resignation of Road Deputy, Gregory Siera, effective March 3, 2009, was accepted and the Separation Agreement, was approved, as presented.


On motion of Mr. Carlson, seconded by Mr. Larson and carried unanimously, the following resolution was adopted:

Resolution No. 03180905

Effect of Closing County Offices


Whereas, Minnesota Statute §373.052 addresses when County offices may be closed, how county hours are established, when offices may be closed and the effects of closure to the public, and


Whereas, on March 10, 2009, Hubbard County experiences severe winter weather, and


Whereas, the decision was made to close the Hubbard County Courthouse for public safety.


Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Hubbard County Board hereby authorizes the emergency closing of the Hubbard County Courthouse on March 10, 2009, at 1:00 p.m. pursuant to Minnesota Statute §373.052, Subd. 1b and


Be It Further Resolved, that any act authorized, required, or permitted by law or contract to be performed at or in the county courthouse on March 10, 2009, may be performed on the next succeeding regular business day and no liability or loss of rights on the part of any person shall result from the closing pursuant to Minnesota Statute §373.052, Subd. 2.


On motion of Mr. Johannsen, seconded by Mr. Carlson and carried unanimously, the resignation of Part time/on-call Transit Driver, Marvin Koel was accepted, with regrets, effective March 6, 2009.


There being no further business before the Board, the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 1:43 p.m.
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